
expected that Pix Cresol should change in composition. It is
probable that the analysis referred to the laboratory deals
with a more recent specimen than the two examined in the
Association laboratory.

Editorial Note: In view of the Council on Pharmacy and
Chemistry's findings,3 viz., that chinosol is a powerful anti¬
septic but a feeble germicide and considering that Pix Cresol
colitains but 21 per cent, oxyquinolin sulphate, the absurdity
of the following claims made for Pix Cresol require no further
comment:

"Pix Cresol is an Absolutely Sure and Yet Perfectly Safe, Never
Failing Destroyer of Pus (Staph. Pyogcnes Aureus.)1'

"It is germicidal, bactericidal, bacillicidal. It is certain as a

microorganism destroyer. It destroys absolutely."
"Ridding the blood of germs, it aids in rendering it replete with

oxygen-."
"It kills the germs."
"No organism that is causative of morbid processes can with¬

stand it."
"It destroys microorganisms of all kinds. It destroys them

absolutely."
"The germ's tenacity of life does not avail against its action as

germicide."
"It destroys the spores and toxins utterly."

A further estimate of the pseudo-chemical company, bear¬
ing the name of this "strongest, safest, least expensive medi¬
cal antiseptic, disinfectant and deodorizer known" may be
gained by a cursory glance at some of its "specialties":

"Maizinin compound, Positive Chill and Malaria Specific"
the firm says, "prepares the parasites for execution by the
leukocytes." It is said to contain arsenic, while the name

implies the presence of some plant drug.
"Psora, the Syphilis Specific," is a shot-gun mixture said to

be "the scientific combination of the soluble Triple Iodids
with the active principles of Echinacea, Cascara amagra, Ber¬
berís aquif., and Phytolacca rad.," and is claimed to make
"the syphilitic lesions disappear and fail to return."

"Rectoids—Cones for the treatment of all rectal trouble,"
are said to be "a combination of Rectin (Pix) compounded
from Buckeye, Collinsonia, Hammamelis, Belladona, Pix
Cresol."

"Tablets for the Female—Pix Cresol Uterettes," it„is said,
"for sanitary purposes may be continued forever ..."

When one realizes that this sort of pseudo-scientific twaddle
is accepted by many physicians at its face value, the outlook
for therapeutics seems dark, indeed. So long as the existence
of such concerns is tolerated by the medical profession, so

long will there be a crying need for a "Propaganda for Reform
in Proprietary Medicines."

Long Beach and the Los Angeles Session
To the Editor:\p=m-\Iwas sorry not to see more in the Los

Angeles Number of The Journal about Long Beach, the
largest (17,500 people) and most popular beach suburb of
the convention city. The trolley service between here and
the city is a twenty-minute one and the journey, 22 miles, is
covered in forty-five minutes. It is a city of easterners
almost entirely, nearly every state being represented. We
have good schools, including a $150,000.00 polytechnic high
school.

While we have a "Pike," and an 1,800-foot pier stretching
out into the ocean, large hotels and apartments, amply able
to accommodate enormous crowds, we have one distinction
(our greatest asset, and that for which we are best known as

a pleasant place for a man to send his family) ; we have no

saloons.
Many physicians will be glad to know that they can bring

their families to such a place and be with them at night
3. Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry Reports, 1910, p. 47.

without missing a single session and, further, that the family
will be in good surroundings and on the beach for their
recreation time instead of in the crowded city.

We have Dr. Evans in our auditorium (seating 6,000, and
on the pier), on June 23, on the subject of "The Great White
Plaeue."

Thomas L. Rogers, Long Beach, Cal.
Secretary-Treasurer, Long Beach Medical Society.

Pilocarpin in Pruritus
To the Editor:\p=m-\Inyour article on pruritus in The Jour-

nal (April 8, 1911, p. 1034), you omitted reference to the
internal use of pilocarpin in pruritus. It will be found of
exceptional value in the pruritus so often accompanying
influenza, the pruritus of jaundice and pruritus vulv\l=ae\.Atropin
combined with pilocarpin checks the sweating and salivation,
which otherwise are liable to occur.

Dose:
Pilocarpin ....gr. 1/4
Atropin ....gr. 1/100

Give only when the pruritus commences.

John J. Reid, M.D., New York.

The Physician's Opportunities in the Foreign Field
To the Editor:\p=m-\In recent copies of The Journal I noticed

something in regard to medical missions. A beautiful picture
in the life of our Lord Jesus Christ while on earth is given
by Luke the beloved physician in the fourth chapter of the
Gospel according to Luke, verses 33 to 44 inclusive. I quote
from it:

"And Simon's wife's mother was taken with a great fever;
and they besought Him for her. And He stood over her, and
rebuked the fever; and it left her; and immediately she arose
and ministered unto them. Now when the sun was setting,all they that had any sick with divers diseases brought them
unto Him, and He laid his hands on every one of them, and
healed them.

"And devils also came out of many
.

.
.

And the people
sought . . . that He should not depart from them. And He
said unto them, I must preach the Kingdom of God to other
cities also; for therefore am I sent. ..."

China, Arabia, Burmah, Laos, India, China, the great unoc¬

cupied fields of central Asia, Mongolia, Afghanistan, Turk¬
estan, Manchuria, the Philippines and many other islands of
the sea, are all crying out to-day for the ministry of healing,
and offer to the Christian physician a glorious field of service.
Men like Livingston, Parker and Morrison have given luster
to the medical profession.

The mission boards are calling for medical men now, some
for my field, Korea. The first resident Protestant missionary
to Korea was Dr. Horace M. Allen, who by ministering to the
severely wounded prince in the early days, received the royal
favor of the emperor of Korea, whose favorable attitude toward
missionaries and mission work did much to open that land to the
gospel. The needs of the people in these lands for intelligent med¬
ical service is indescribably great. They gladly avail themselves
of the physician's ministry. Medical supplies, instruments,
the dispensary and eventually a hospital are usually supplied
the physician by the board he represents. Sometimes these
hospitals are the gifts of the people on the field in apprecia¬
tion of the doctor's services as in the case of Dr. Allen's fine
hospital in Madras, India.

Diseases met in these lands cover a wide field; diseases of
the eyes, skin diseases of children, difficult obstetric cases (the
normal cases usually being seen by midwives), a wide field
of surgicel cases, tuberculosis, and the diseases peculiar to
those lands, leprosy, beriberi and many others, offer a field
for special investigation and study for those who so desire.
Above it all there is a terrible heart-rending cry of suffering
going up from these non-Christian lands which should reach
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